
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My memories of winter in Atlanta 
were gray, gray, and more gray.  
The days were short.  We would 
get to Emory in the dark and leave 
in the dark.  My soul and spirit 
were starved for blue skies and 
sun.  I did not even mind cold days, 
if there were blue skies. 

We have been blessed this winter 
with many blue skies and bright 
sunny days.  On such days it helps 
us to look around, see the beauty of 
God’s creation and then find a way 
through all that is set before us.  
In this church season of Epiphany, 
we continue to offer the light of 
Christ to everyone when they come 
to worship, and to encourage each 
other to carry the light into the 
world. 
 

So many people are living in the 
gray and in the dark and need to 
know the light of Christ.  May each 
one of us be bearers of the light that 
brings hope and joy. 
 

Blessings, Betty Batey 
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Tues., 2/14 at 6:30 pm 

Meeting Night 
 

Tues., 2/16 at 7:00 pm 
Finance Meeting 

in the Choir Room 
 

Tues. 2/28 at 7:00 pm 
Church Council 

Meeting 
in Choir Room 

february 2012 

RUMMAGE SALE 

MARCH 2 

8:00 AM-2:00 PM 

& 

MARCH 3 

8:00 AM-12:00 PM 

HAPPY 97TH ANNIVERSARY! 
 

On Sunday, February 19, we will celebrate 97 years of service to the 
greater New Port Richey community.  Bring photos, scrapbooks and/
or mementoes to display.  We will share in a covered dish luncheon fol-
lowing the 11:00 am service.  Methodists love to sing and eat, so be 
ready to do plenty of both! 



 

WELCOME NEW LEADERS 
 

Our  new leaders will be attending the District 
Training this month as they fulfill their covenant to 
serve their God through the church.  Pray for your 
2012 leaders. 
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conFIRMATION 
 

The Director of Youth Ministries and the 
Pastor are excited to announce we will offer 
classes for young people to learn more about 
their faith beginning this winter.  Youth and 
parents are invited to come February 19 to 
worship and share in the Anniversary Cele-
bration luncheon that day.  See Ian Deane for 
more information. 

INCREASE CHRIST 

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

Wow, what a lot of things we have planned 
for outreach over the next few months.  We 
just finished sharing in the Blood Drive with 
Community Congregational and have plans 
for the Crop Walk on March 10.  Coming up 
is our big event—hosting the Flea Market for 
the Chasco Fiesta on March 23rd and 24th.  
See Julie Calafiura if you wish to help. 

first annual camping sunday 
 

On February 26, all across the Florida Conference, churches will celebrate the Camping Ministry 
that touches thousands of the lives of youth and children each year at the Warren W. Willis Camp in 
Fruitland Park and the Riverside Retreat near La Belle.  Renovations of the Barnett Lodge are under 
way as we speak to be ready for camp this summer.  The Conference is giving Florida United Meth-
odists the opportunity to make a pledge to support the renovation of Barnett Lodge and support the 
scholarship program for campers.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

DISTRICT TRAINING 
 

On Monday, February 6, at 6:30 pm, there will be a 
District Training event at First UMC of Spring Hill.  
Please confirm with Julie Calafiura if you plan to 
attend so your reservation can be made and trans-
portation arranged.  We will leave the parking lot at 
5:15 pm.  The areas of training are:  Jail & Prison 
Ministry; Church Planning that Keeps us on Mis-
sion for God; HR 101; Lay Leader/Lay Servant; 
Missions; SPRC; Trustees; Finance; Social Media; 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation; and Disaster Re-
sponse & UMVIM. 

A SPECIAL Thank you 
 

THANKS to our children, youth and 
Sunday School teachers for coordinating 
our First Annual Frostbite Luncheon.  
What a great meal, decorations, and en-
tertainment to welcome our winter resi-
dents back to the First Church family. 

Sunday afternoon, February 26, at 4:00 pm, First 
United Methodist Church of Hudson, located at 
13123 U.S. Highway 19 in Hudson, will host the 
gathering of  area church choirs.  First Church of 
New Port Richey will be well represented by our 
Chancel Choir, with Peg Davis accompanying, and 
Henry Fletcher directing our choir and the others 
as well.  Plan to come enjoy the performance. 

25th annual choir festival 



 

We are offering a Confirmation Program for this coming semester for youth, 7th grade and above.  
This is something which has not been done here at First Church for a number of years.  So, we are 
excited about starting this program on February 19 with the youth and their families. 
 

The Credo Confirmation Program is an 11 week journey.  Together, we will be starting this jour-
ney on February 19 and ending on April 29th; at which time, we will have a celebration for the 
confirmed and their families with the congregation.  Please talk with your youth about taking part 
is this exciting adventure together.  The program is divided into three units:  “Know Your Story,” 
“Confirm Your Faith,” and “Live Your Commitment.” 
 

Several weeks ago, the students shared ideas on different lessons for Wednesday Worship.  The re-
sponse was marvelous from everyone who shared; and so, now we have a schedule for the lessons 
until Easter.  They are: 
 

February 1, Joseph; February 8, Holy Spirit; February 15, What is Lent?; February 22, Ash 
Wednesday; February 29, Forgiveness; March 7, Respect and Encouragement; March 14, Living 
in a Christ like manner; March 21, Not being frightened about being a Christian; and March 28, 
Creation story, which takes us to Holy Week. 
 

Agape and Grace, Ian Deane 

Revolution yOUTH news 
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BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 
 
On February 12, during the 11:00 am service, we will honor BSA Troop 8 and any other Scouts in 
our church.  We are proud to sponsor Troop 8, and appreciate all they do for the church.  We are 
proud to be the recipients of Michael Mulcahy’s Eagle Scout Project, which will be a new basket-
ball hoop and landscaping around the north and east side of the church. 

FUNDRAISER FOR MICHAEL MULCAHY’S EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
 

Come and join us on a bright and sunny Saturday morning for a Pancake Breakfast with all the 
trimmings.  Mark your calendar for February 4th from 8:00 am to 11:00 am.  The cost is $3.00 for 
kids and $5.00 for adults.  Michael’s project includes putting up a new basketball hoop and put-
ting in landscaping around the church. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

Throughout the month at Live B.I.G., we will be focusing on storytelling as we look at the parables and stories 
Jesus taught (parable of Talents, the Good Samaritan, the Lost Coin, and the Rich Fool).  In “At the Station and On 
the Road” (their DVD), they will be hearing modern day stories that reinforce Jesus’ teachings:  we are valuable to 
God, we can use our talents to help others, and we must remember that people are more important than stuff!  
The bible verse for February is:  “But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.”  
James 1:22 
 

Many thanks to all who endured frostbite at the “Frostbite Luncheon” last month.  Much fun was had with the chil-
dren and youth serving lunch to our friends and celebrating ICION.  A big snowball of thanks to Joan, Jean Ann, 
Ian, Henry, John, Rebecca, Crystal and Molly for bringing so much sunshine and love to the afternoon.  Proceeds 
of $230 will be designated by the Church Council. 
 

INCREASE CHRIST IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

A MISSION OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL ON MARCH 10 AT 9:00 AM 
 

We have again been invited to participate with Community Congregational and other local churches to help stop 
hunger one step at a time through the CROP HUNGER WALK on March 10th.  Whether walking on foot or in 
spirit, our involvement provides support to Church World Services (CWS).  CWS is the cooperative ministry of 
37 Christian denominations and communities that work together to eradicate hunger and poverty.  Through their 
many programs, they are able to provide sustainable development, disaster relief and refugee assistance around the 
world.  We are most familiar with their Blanket program that we participate in each January.  Crop Walk funds go 
towards CWS hunger programs (locally 25% will be split equally between Volunteer Way and Metropolitan Min-
istries); however, sponsors may choose to direct their donation to other CWS programs (more info may be found 
at churchworldservice.org).  Our goal this year is 10 walkers and $1,000.  (Last year our church raised $500.)  
While the route is a 4 mile walk, drivers will be available for those walkers who choose to walk half the route.  If 
walkers are unable to walk on March 10, they may still seek sponsors and walk when it is convenient for them.  
For more information or to sponsor one of our walkers, please contact Julie or the office. 
 

CHASCO FIESTA FLEA MARKET & ARTS AND CRAFTS VILLAGE 
 

While our hosting of the market is not until the end of March (66 days in Dru time), there are many ways to get 
involved.  We are grateful for having Dru Holm on board for one more year.  She has been busy organizing vendor 
applications for our market and redrawing the layout of the spaces.  Be sure to check out the Chasco Fiesta web 
site and invite your friends and neighbors to participate.  Contact Julie, Ian or Andy and find your way to ICION, 
and participate in our community's historical festival.  It is important that we show the City of New Port Richey 
that we want Chasco to stay! 
 

VOUNTEER OPPORTUNITES 
 

Vendor Operations- marking vendor spaces, directing vendors to sites, tent inspection and assistance with set up, 
vendor relations, traffic directors, trash patrol, overnight security, assist with booth set up and tear down, golf cart 
drivers.  Information Booth-volunteers will be needed to answer questions, provide handouts, obtain event sur-
veys.  Publicity - distribution of community flyers and signage.  FUMC Vendor table - assist with selling items at 
FUMC space.  Parking- many volunteers will be needed to assist with the parking fundraiser (set up, marking, tear 
down).  This year, we will be charging for parking spaces on both Saturday (parade day) and on Sunday (Car 
show).  Parade Float-This will be our first time to have a float in the Chasco Parade; bring your talents and gifts to 
help with designing, decorating and representing FUMC as we ICION! 



GOOD NEWS 

JUST OLDER YOUTH 

The “Just Older Youth” are meeting on Thursday, February 9, at 
2:00 pm in Room 1.  This month, our gathering of older youth 
will have the privilege of hearing the dynamic Ray Brown speak.  
The title of his talk is “Taking the Bible Literally.”  Bring your 
spirit of joy and a friend.  Grace and Peace, Alex Grimberg 
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“Just Older Youth” 
Date:  Thursday, February 9th 

Time: 2:00 pm 
Where: Room 1 

Any questions call Alex 856-3179 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
 

As of January 23, we had distributed 65 bags of food feeding 172 people during the month of Jan-
uary.  Our Food Pantry Guests may come monthly if they have a place to cook, or weekly if they 
are homeless.  As well as food, please bring new or clean men’s socks. 
 

WENESDAY NIGHT DINNERS 
 

Every Wednesday, a delicious hot meal is served for our church family, our youth and Food Pantry 
Guests.  Plan to come and share together.  Volunteers are needed to help clean up and donations to 
assist in this ministry are appreciated.  Thanks to Marianne Falbo, Julie Califuira, Dwight Smith 
and Vonnie and Bill Maytum for all their work for the dinners. 
 

RICHEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

Remember to recycle your newspapers and cardboard at Richey in their Recycle Containers at the 
side of the school on Ohio Street.  Please save the “Points for Education” box tops and bring them 
to the Church Office.  Pray for the teachers, administrators and students at Richey as they work in 
a less than optimum situation as their new school is being constructed. 
 

KEY INVENTORY 
 

The Trustees Committee is conducting an inventory of all keys to the church.  Please contact Bill 
Radivoy if you have any keys to the church that you are using or keys you are no longer using.  We 
need to know what keys are out there and could be turned in before we make anymore new ones.  
Bill Radivoy is our new ‘Keeper of the Keys” and he can be reached on his cell at 727-326-2490.  
Thank You. 

IN MEMORY OF MAE TAYLOR 
On January 8, we gathered with family and friends to celebrate the life and service of Mae Taylor.  
Mae was an amazing woman who sang in the Chancel Choir of FUMCNPR for fifty six years!  We 
remember her joy, her music, her dedication to her family and her church.  We are grateful to God 
for her life and her presence among us.  The family has asked that memorial gifts be made to 
FUMCNPR for the Food Pantry. 



GOOD NEWS 
 

The General Meeting of the WPUMW will be on Tuesday, February 7, at 
1:00 pm, in Henderson Hall at First United Methodist Church in New Port 
Richey.  The program will be the observance of the "Call to Prayer and Self 
Denial Offering" for the United Methodist Women Global Missions Effort.  
The Self Denial offering is to actually deny yourself something and put the 
money that you would have spent on yourself into the offering.   Details of 
where and how the offering will be used will be presented in the form of a 
"Talk Show" by Libby Baillie.  Guests of the Talk Show will be representa-
tives of various Countries to tell us of the needs in Missions there.  All ladies 
are invited to come. 
 

On Tuesday, January 28, from 9:00-11:30 am. the District UMW will give 
an Officers Training Session at the East Lake United Methodist Church in 
Palm Harbor.  If you are interested in attending this informative Session, 
please contact Dorothy Cherry at 848-4189 for details. 
 

The Rummage Sale is on schedule for March 2nd and 3rd.  Please donate 
your treasures for us to sell.  You may drop them off at the First United 
Methodist Church, 5901 Indiana Avenue, New Port Richey.  
 

Submitted by Libby Baillie and Dorothy Cherry, Co-Presidents 

NEWS FROM THE WEST PASCO 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
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THE ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 

OF THE WEST PASCO UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012—8:00 AM—2:00 PM 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012—8:00 AM—12:00 NOON 

 

SET UP:  TUESDAY, 2/28; WEDNESDAY, 2/29; & THURSDAY, 3/1 

9:00 AM—12:00 NOON 

We want your unwanted treasures in good condition! 
Small household items, small kitchen appliances, dishes, linens and beddings, curtains, 

knick-knacks, Christmas items, home and garden tools, toys and games, books 

NO CLOTHES, SHOES, LARGE FURNITURE OR COMPUTER ITEMS, PLEASE 

Bring items to First UMC of NPR Henderson Hall 

February 13-28, 2012, 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+woman+clip+art&view=detail&id=21960DD2B33E670078823BEFDA50B5237E17E599&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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CHANGE THE WORLD CLASS 
 

In February, we are continuing to discuss the 
book “When Christians Get It Wrong” helping 
us to see the world from a young adult per-
spective.  Beginning February 26, our Lenten 
Study will be Adam Hamilton’s book and 
DVD, “24 Hours that Changed the World,” 
based on the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life.  
Please come join the discussion at 9:45 am in 
Room 1. 

wednesday bible studies 
 

Wednesdays at 10:30 am and 6:00 pm at the 
Parsonage located at 5843 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
we continue to study the Gospel of Mark.  On 
Wednesday, February 29, we will begin a new 
lectionary study for Lent, “Call Him Savior,” and 
will meet at 10:30 am in the Library and 6:00 
pm at the Parsonage.  All are welcome to come 
study with the groups or individually.  Books 
are available. 

WESLEY ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
 

The four lessons in February are from Paul’s letters to the churches I Galatia.  He emphasizes the 
New Testament’s interpretation of the Law of Moses, of justification by faith and of Christ’s disciples 
as heirs of Abraham’s promise.  It may be suggested that Paul’s message is summarized in Galatians 
5:1—“For freedom Christ has set us Free, stand firm, therefore, and do not submit to a yoke of 
slavery.” 
 

Come, join us in the Wesley Class Room at 9:45 am ready to meet your friends, sing related hymns, 
share in the prayer for others and take part in a lively discussion.  All are welcome.  Co-Leaders, 
Phil and Dorothy 

LENTEN SERVICES AND PROGRAMS 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES– On February 22, at Noon and 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary, we will 
have services for the imposition of the ashes and prayer as we begin the Season of Lent together.  
This year, we have invited Community Congregational Church to share in this time of worship at 
the evening service and in our Wednesday night soup and bread dinner at 5:00 pm. 
 
THE LENTEN JOURNEY – On the Wednesdays during Lent at Noon, you are invited to partici-
pate in our Lenten Journey gatherings.  Each week, a lay or clergy person will present a special 
meditation based on the theme for the week that will prepare us for the drama of Holy Week.  Fol-
lowing our time of worship, you are invited to bring a brown bag lunch and share in a simple meal 
with beverages and dessert provided.   
  February 29 Theme “Preparation”, speaker, Rev. Matt Swartsel 
  March 7 Theme “Penitence”, speaker, Rev. Betty Batey 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

OF NEW PORT RICHEY 

5901 Indiana Avenue 

New Port Richey, FL   34652 

FUMC STAFF 

Minister:  Reverend Betty Batey 

Music Director:  Henry Fletcher 

Director of Youth Ministries:  Ian Deane 

Administrative Assistant:  Martie Grimberg 

Organist:  Peg Davis 

Staff Parish Relations Chair:  Cheryl Vaughn 

Church Council Chair:  Alex Grimberg 

Board of Trustees Chair:  Rick Vaughn 

Finance Committee Chair:  Carolyn Arnold 

Traditional Worship Services 

8:30 am and 11:00 am 

Nursery provided at 11:00 am 

Sunday School at 9:45 am 

 

Phone:  727-842-7674   *****   Fax:  727-845-8956 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 
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